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MESA, Arizona – March 9, 2021 -- Mesa Community College (MCC) student Vicente Or�z is named a 2021 Campus Compact Newman Civic Fellow. Or�z is one of only 212 community college students from 39
states, Washington, D.C. and Mexico to form the 2021 cohort of fellows.

The Newman Civic Fellowship Award honors inspiring college student leaders who have demonstrated an investment in finding solu�ons for challenges facing communi�es throughout the country.

Dr. Lori Berquam, MCC interim president, nominated Or�z for this recogni�on, sta�ng that, “Vicente has been an influen�al agent for campus and community involvement during his �me at Mesa Community
College (MCC). A catalyst for Vicente becoming commi�ed to civic engagement was his involvement in projects with the Center for Community & Civic Engagement,” Berquam con�nued,”His various roles in this
department taught Vicente the importance of finding needs within the community and tailoring high quality projects to address them. He has spent hundreds of hours in leadership posi�ons honing those skills
and has mentored other students to do the same.”

Or�z, on track to earn an Associate in Applied Science in Business Administra�on in May 2022, is an ac�ve student leader. At MCC he works and volunteers with the Center for Community & Civic Engagement
and Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society. He is an ac�ve member of the Civic Ac�on Team/MCC Votes, promo�ng voter registra�on and educa�on; the MCC Engagement Team, promo�ng and a�ending numerous service projects and Net
Impact’s Up to Us Team, educa�ng individuals around the na�onal debt. He also serves on the MCC Community Engagement Advisory Board. Or�z’s community volunteerism includes working with the Census Bureau promo�ng the 2020
Census, serving as a City of Mesa 2020 Census Ambassador; and suppor�ng Mesa United Way as an AmeriCorps member with the Mesa Youth Unite program.

Through service, research and advocacy, Newman Civic Fellows make the most of their college experience to be�er understand themselves, the root causes of social issues and effec�ve mechanisms for crea�ng las�ng change.

The Newman Civic Fellowship is named in honor of Campus Compact founder, Frank Newman, who was a passionate advocate for broadening opportuni�es for diverse and economically challenged students to have a college educa�on
and equally passionate in his advocacy for students to fulfill their roles as ac�ve ci�zens. Newman said, “The most important thing an ins�tu�on does is not to prepare a student for a career, but for life as a ci�zen.”

In his personal statement, Or�z says, “Through my experiences I have grown invaluable skills that have prepared me for life and leadership. I have found that the community engagement work that I do is pivotal to being a changemaker. A
quote that has resonated with me throughout my college experience is, ‘find the need, take the lead, do the deed.’ No ma�er what leadership posi�on I hold, I will always strive to find the needs in my community and tackle those issues
head on through direct service and servant leadership.”

Through the fellowship, Campus Compact provides Fellows with a variety of learning and networking opportuni�es that emphasize personal, professional, and civic growth. Each year, fellows par�cipate in numerous virtual training and
networking opportuni�es to help provide them with the skills and connec�ons they need to create large-scale posi�ve change.

“We are proud to recognize these extraordinary student leaders and thrilled to engage with them,” said Campus Compact President Andrew Seligsohn. “The experience of the last year has driven home to all of us that we need open-
minded, innova�ve, public-spirited thinkers and doers. That is what Campus Compact is about, and the stories of our Newman Civic Fellows demonstrate it's who they are.”

Learn more at compact.org/newman-civic-fellowship.

# # #

Media contact: Dawn Zimmer, MCC, dawn.zimmer@mesacc.edu, 480-461-7892

Mesa Community College is na�onally recognized as an Aspen Prize Top 150 U.S. Community College and is known for service learning, career and technical programs, civic engagement and innova�ve approaches to educa�on. For more
than 50 years, the college has served as a resource for career readiness, transfer educa�on, workforce development and lifelong learning. Host to more than 30,000 students annually, MCC offers degree and cer�ficate programs at its two
campuses, addi�onal loca�ons and a combina�on of online formats. Through Guided Pathways with Integrated Support Services and a commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion, MCC is transforming how it champions student success,
college comple�on, university transfer and career a�ainment and advancement. MCC is a Hispanic Serving Ins�tu�on and nearly 50% of its students are the first in their families to a�end college. Its American Indian Ins�tute serves
students from the 22 federally recognized tribes of Arizona as well as out-of-state tribes. MCC has the largest indigenous student popula�on of all the Maricopa Community Colleges. The diverse student body includes more than 300
interna�onal students from 55 countries. Award-winning faculty are dedicated to student success, providing the educa�on and training that empowers MCC students to successfully transfer to a university or compete in the workforce.
Located in the East Valley of Phoenix, Arizona, on the tradi�onal territories of the O'odham, Piipaash and Yavapai Peoples, MCC is one of 10 colleges in the Maricopa County Community College District. Visit mesacc.edu to learn more.

MCC is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission (HLC), hlcommission.org.
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The Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD) is an EEO/AA ins�tu�on and an equal opportunity employer of protected veterans and individuals with disabili�es. All qualified applicants will receive considera�on for
employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orienta�on, gender iden�ty, age, or na�onal origin. A lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to admission and par�cipa�on in the career and technical educa�on
programs of the District. MCCCD does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, na�onal origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or ac�vi�es. For Title IX/504 concerns, call the following number to reach the appointed coordinator:

(480) 731-8499. For addi�onal informa�on, as well as a lis�ng of all coordinators within the Maricopa College system, visit www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimina�on.
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